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COSLA letter of 20 January 2017 

Thank you for inviting us to respond to petition PE1622 (Make failure to recycle a 
criminal offence) 

We value your invitation and consideration of the issues on 8 December 2016. 

COSLA does not support the petitioner’s proposal in making a failure to recycle a 
criminal offence.    

Instead, the approach that COSLA is actively pursuing is focussed on making it 
easier for householders to recycle their household waste and making the overall 
recycling process more effective, by establishing a more uniform recycling system for 
domestic waste across all local authorities in Scotland.  

This is done in the form of a new national approach developed and agreed between 
the Scottish Government and COSLA in the form of the Scottish Household 
Recycling Charter.  The Charter is in the process of being rolled out across Scotland.  
The majority of local authorities have already signed up to it and work is on-going 
with the remainder.  A copy of the Charter and the associated Code of Practice can 
be accessed under http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/charter-household-
recycling. 

For historic reasons, local authorities have a range of different collection systems.  
This can cause considerable confusion for householders moving between local 
authority areas.  It also does not allow for large scale national information 
campaigns, which are now planned for, or for more effective treatment of the waste 
and recyclate collected.   

The new approach in the form of the Charter has taken time to develop and was 
agreed by COSLA Leaders on 28th November 2015.  A steering group with 
representation from the Scottish Government, local government, the third sector and 
industry is overlooking progress.  Any assessment of the success of the current 
approach can only be done once it is more fully embedded.  Therefore, COSLA does 
not wish to look for other measures to supplement this approach and cannot 
comment on potential effectiveness of other measures. 

In summary and in answer to the specific issues that you asked us to respond to:- 

 we do not support the action called for in the petition; 

 more information will be provided to householders about types of waste that can 
be recycled, and importantly a simpler and more uniform recycling system, will be 
rolled out across Scotland,  which will make recycling much easier for individual 
householders; 

 local government will assess the effectiveness of this new approach once more 
fully embedded, and is not looking at other measures to increase recycling or 
assessing their effectiveness. 
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